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SUBJECT: CONSULTATIVE MECHANISM - TECHNICAL SUBGROUPS 

REF: BRASILIA 10187 

1 . IN EARLY DECEMBER, FOLLOWING UPON VISIT OF SECRETARY 
VANCE, SCICOUN USED SEVERAL OPPORTUNITIES TO SOUND OUT 
INFORMALLLY GOB INTEREST IN PURSUING TECHICAL COOPERATION 
WITH US AND HOLDING MEETINGS OF TECHNICAL SUBGROUPS 
(GENERAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY TECHNOLOGY). CNPQ 
ADVISED THAT THEY HAD BEEN PARTICIPATING IN INTER* 

MINISTERIAL GROUP PREPARING DOCUMENT ON PROGRAMS AND 
PROJECTS OF GOB INTEREST FOR POSSIBLE MEETING. DOCUMENT 

WAS PASSED TO FON MIN WITH VAGUE NTOION OF LATE DECEMBER 
MEETING DATE. GOB CO-LEADERS (GUY BRANDAO OF CULTURAL/SCIENTIFIC 
DEPARTMENT AND CARLOS PROECA ROSA OF ECONOMIC DEPT) PLANNED 
MID DECEMBER MEETING WITH SCICOUN TO DISCUSS SUBJECT BUT 
LATER ADVISED THEY WERE NOT YET READY FOR DISCUSSION. 

EMBASSY HAS BEEN ADVISING THAT PREPARATIONS SHOULD BEGIN 
SOON IF LATE FEBRUARY OR EARLY MARCH SESSIONS WERE 
ENVISAGED. 

2. IN ABSENCE OF DEPARTMENT RESPONSE OR COMMENTS ON 
THIS ASPECT OF REFTEL OF 12/5/77, EMBASSY REQUESTS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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GUIDANCE ON DEPARTMENT VIEWS ON TECHNICAL SUBGROUP 
MEETINGS AND WHETHER EMBASSY SHOULD TAKE MORE ACTIVE 
OR PASSIVE ROLE ON THIS QUESTION. 

JOHNSON 
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